
MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

SUPPLIERS/ VENDORS SENSITIZATION ON GOVERNMENT PAYMENT PROCESSES 

AND WITHHOLDING TAX 

The Public Financial Management in collaboration with the Procurement Directorate conducted 

a two-day sensitization program on “Government Payment Processes and Withholding Tax” for 

suppliers/ Vendors. The sensitization focused on critical matters regarding the existence of 

Complain Review Board (CRB), GPPA Act and Regulation that govern procurement procedures to 

be followed and for suppliers to avoid issuance of goods & services without local purchase order 

(LPO) this causes the accumulation of arrears for government and late payment to vendors.  

PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY DEVELOPMENT 

The Directorate of PFM carried out a review and validation session on the Public Financial Reform 

Strategy 2021-2025 from 10 to 12 December 2020. As the Ministry tasked with the responsibility 

of developing policies favourable for macroeconomic stability, MOFEA has set its vision to be a 

centre of excellence in public financial management for national development. This vision is in 

line with the government’s objective of creating a stable macroeconomic environment and 

eradicating poverty. 

The Ministry seeks to support such initiative by ensuring the existence of policies to support the 

efficient management and utilization of our limited financial resources. The Public Financial 

Management (PFM) Strategy has been formulated to provide the necessary policies and 

guidelines in monitoring the use of our financial resources. This strategy will be a continuation of 

the reforms already initiated by the first PFM Strategy (2010-2014) and will seek to address the 

deficiencies highlighted by the Public Expenditure Financial Accountability (PEFA) assessment 

report 2014. This revised PFM strategy (2021-2025) will continue to serve as a basis for ensuring 

strategic allocation of resources and a strong credible budget for the purpose of effective service 

delivery for the government in general. 

CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION (CSOS) AND MEDIA FRATERNITY FORUM 

The Directorate of Public Finance Management with CSOs and Media Houses Conducted an 

annual forum on the theme ‘The Impact of Covid-19 on the Gambia’s Economy. The forum was 



centred on the current realities that the world is confronted with in relation to the Covid-19 

Pandemic. This event served as a platform to discuss the responses being taken by government 

institution in the fight against Covid-19, as well as the impact of the pandemic on our economy 

and the measures taken to mitigate its challenges 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY (LGAS) LOST REVENUE COMPONENT  

The PFMD in collaboration with UNDP conducted a forum on LGAs Tax Lost Revenue. The forum 

was aimed at creating a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between institutions involved. 

In so doing, it has helped in no small measure in creating a mechanism to be adapted, in its efforts 

to mitigate the problem as per the institution responsible to collect these tax components. 

2021 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 

As per constitutional requirements of the 1997 Constitution (Section 152 (1)) and the Public 

Finance Act of 2014 (Section 21 (1)), the Honourable Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs, 

Mambury Njie on the 12th November 2020 laid the 2021 Executive Budget Proposal before the 

National Assembly Members. The central premise of the 2021 budget is to build forward better 

in the era of COVID-19 while reaffirming the Gambia’s commitment to the ongoing National 

Development Plan (NDP 2018-2021) as well as the global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs 

2030).  

Citing the socioeconomic challenges of Covid-19, the 2021 budget is designed to effectively 

respond and serve as both a mitigation and adaptation tool, with emphasis on accelerating the 

pace of economic recovery in The Gambia. In addition to promoting economic diversification, the 

2021 budget also emphasizes early enterprise recovery, competitiveness, harnessing the 

opportunities arising from the remnants of COVID-19 and ultimately ensuring inclusive growth 

where no one is left behind. 

SENSITIZATION ON TREASURY SINGLE ACCOUNT (TSA) 

Through its partner stakeholders (The Accountant Generals’ Department 

Central Bank of The Gambia, Gambia Revenue Authority), The Ministry of Finance led by the 

Directorate of Public Finance Management conducted two weeks sensitization sessions for 

government institutions and agencies on the adoption of a Treasury Single Account, which is a 

unified structure of bank accounts where all government funds are consolidated. This is an 



important tool for consolidating and managing overall governments’ cash resources, thus 

minimizing borrowing costs. The need for a TSA was conceived by government in 2018 to enhance 

Public finance management, ensure transparency and accountability of public funds, 

savings from government borrowings and financial services and paperless documents and 

processes. 

NATIONAL SDG REPORT (2018) 

This report, which is at an advanced stage of finalization is part of government’s efforts in 

reviewing implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and was supposed to 

inform the Voluntary National Review (VNR) in which The Gambia undertook, and participated in 

July 2020, along with other approved countries. It offered a high-level view of the outcome of the 

domestication and implementation of the SDG-aligned development framework of the 

Government of The Gambia from 2015 - 2018. It is an accounting for the progress made since the 

country joined the international community to adopt the SDGs in September 2015. The report 

further assesses the progress achieved on key parameters over the period 2015 – 2018, and for 

each SDG it identifies the key strategies that will drive the country’s SDG implementation in the 

coming years; and the specific areas, which demand extra attention, based on the challenges 

experienced since 2015. The 2030 Agenda contains 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

and 169 targets, seeking to build on gains of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that 

ended in 2015. It was important for The Gambia to adopt and domesticate the implementation 

of the SDGs as the country is rather weak in planning financial capacities to handle in an effective 

manner, the needed development endeavours of its citizens to ensure that its people are 

sustainably lifted out of poverty, hunger and from all the ills of underdevelopment. 

VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW (VNR)  

The Gambia virtually presented its first Voluntary National Review (VNR) to the High-Level 

Political Forum on the 12th July 2020 due to COVID-19 travel restrictions. The VNR is part of the 

follow-up and review mechanisms of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that avails 

countries the opportunity to share experiences on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

implementation including successes, challenges and lessons learnt in a bid to accelerate 

implementation particularly as we enter the “Decade of Action”. 



 

To help in preparing the report, nationwide consultations were held with MDAs, Development 

Partners, Local Government Authorities, Civil Society, Women, Youth, Children and Persons with 

disabilities to garner information on SDG implementation with a view to report on progress 

registered, challenges encountered and recommendations on the way forward.  

 

The findings of the VNR highlighted the need for further advocacy and sensitization on the SDGs 

to enhance national ownership. Whereas, significant progress was registered in the social services 

sector with improved access to education, water and nutrition outcomes; poverty levels have 

stagnated at around 48% between 2010 and 2015/16 nationally with increasing rural poverty. 

Unemployment continues to be another development challenge especially among the youth aged 

15- 35 years. 

 

POST-VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW PROCESS 

The Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs, through the Directorate of Development Planning 

conducted a nationwide sensitization and consultations tour from the 26th October to 18th 

November 2020 to meet and discuss issues surrounding the Voluntary National Review, NDP, 

SDGs and Covid-19 impacts and recovery.  

The Consultations were meant to gauge the level of implementation of the SDGs in a bid to 

ascertain the level of progress registered, challenges encountered, development initiatives at 

community levels, and the way forward through: National outreach with MDAs, Private Sector 

and CSOs and persons with disabilities, Local Government Authorities, Community radio stations 

to deepen understanding of the Agenda 2030 and the VNR process in particular. 

Gambia: Pre-Budget Consultations with Local Government for the preparation of the 2021 

budget  

PRE-BUDGET CONSULTATIONS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE 

PREPARATION OF THE 2021 BUDGET 

The Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs held a budget consultation meeting ahead of the 

2021 Budget with Local Councils across the country on Wednesday 24th June 2020. The meeting 



was organised by the Directorate of Budget in collaboration with the Ministry of Lands and 

Regional Governments where concerns of ordinary citizens were presented by Local Councils for 

consideration in to the 2021 Government Budget. The aim of the dialogue was to ensure that the 

views of the citizens are incorporated in the 2021 budget, and to stimulate discussions on how 

stakeholders’ engagements can be strengthened to ensure the budget process is more 

participatory. 

In previous years, The Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs would approach participatory 

budgeting by going on a nationwide tour to all the eight (8) regions and engage Gambians on 

their needs. However, given the COVID-19 pandemic, the dialogue had to be conducted via a 

virtual platform where representatives of all eight regions were in attendance along with 

representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Transport, Works & Infrastructure, 

Ministry of Basic & Secondary Education & Ministry of Health. The key Ministries gave 

presentations on their strategic plans and feedback was given by the local councils. 

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL 

As per Constitutional requirement and the Public Financial Act (2014), The Ministry of Finance 

and Economic Affairs is required to submit a Supplementary Appropriation Bill (SAP) to the 

National Assembly if the amount appropriated under the Appropriation Act is insufficient or 

when substantial changes in the economic and social conditions require larger expenditures than 

the original and revised budget.  

Due to the COVID-19 Corona Virus outbreak, the country was severely impacted both from a 

social and economic perspectives. In order to mitigate the impact of COVID- 19, as well as address 

other essential and urgent budgetary needs that are directly and indirectly related to the 

pandemic, the Minister of Finance and Economic Affairs, on Wednesday, 8th July, tabled a 

Supplementary estimate to the National Assembly in the tune of D3.38 billion. 

VISION 2020 EVALUATION 

The Directorate of Planning of the ministry with support from UNDP (Economic Management 

Project) commissioned an evaluation of the Vision 2020, with the view to assess its formulation 



process, evaluate the progress made; identify factors that affected the attainment of the goals 

and objectives; learn lessons and deepen understanding on how the Vision 2020 was designed, 

managed and delivered; and make recommendations on the development of the next Long-Term 

Development Plan. 

Mid-Term Evaluation (MTE) of the NDP (2018-2021) 

The Ministry through its Planning Directorate with support from the UNDP (Economic 

management Project) is currently conducting a midterm evaluation of the NDP and has had the 

inception report been submitted. A 5-day workshop was held with Thematic Working Groups to 

validate submissions on progress made on the implementation of the NDP. Consultations with 

stakeholders and institutions are on-going. The consultants are expected to submit a first draft 

report for review and validation before the end of the 2021 first quarter. 

This MTE will assess the implementation of the NDP, its institutional arrangements, financing and 

technical strategies, to track and report on the level of attainment of the set targets as well as 

identified the factors that affected progress including the impact of COVID-19. The midterm 

evaluation will provide credible and useful information to enable the incorporation of lessons 

learned for informed decision. It will also provide recommendations that will guide government 

in developing a Re-prioritized National Development Plan which serves as a COVID-19 Recovery 

strategy.  

Monitoring of councils for the implementation of the strategic plan 

The Directorate of Development planning in collaboration with the PCU conducted bi-Annual 

reviews of the council’s strategic plans. Due to the Covid-19 the reviews were done virtually with 

all 8 councils. All the 8 councils now have an operational strategic plan except Janjanbureh. 

Discussions are on the way to support Janjanbureh Area Council to finalize its Strategic Plan. 

FUEL PRICES 

At a time when the prices of petroleum products were low in the world market and economies 

grappling with the challenges of economic downfall, the government of The Gambia 



correspondingly reduced fuel prices all over the country to respond to transport challenges faced 

mainly by commercial transporters. 

Later down the year as Covid-19 seemed decreasing, most countries in the world were raising 

fuel prices as a post covid-19 strategy to cover-up losses from the pandemic, the government of 

The Gambia still maintained the Covid-19 related fuel prices which were brought down as a result 

of mitigating the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

G20 DEBT SERVICE SUSPENSION INITIATIVE (DSSI) 

In April of 2020, the World Bank’s Development Committee and the G20 Finance Ministers 

endorsed the Debt Service Suspension Initiative in response to a call by the World Bank and the 

IMF to grant debt-service suspension to the poorest countries to help them manage the severe 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

This pandemic has triggered the deepest global recession since World War II. The main goal of 

the DSSI is to allow poor countries to concentrate their resources on fighting the pandemic and 

safeguarding the lives and livelihoods of millions of the most vulnerable people. 

The Government of the Gambia responded to the G20 DSSI initiative pronouncement, by 

reaching out to all its creditors to formalize the DSSI at creditor level. However, the following four 

creditors responded positively by approving the DSSI for the remainder of the year 2020. 

1. Ecowas Bank for Investment and Development’s contribution to the DSSI amounts to USD 

1,603,876.96 equivalent to GMD 82,840,244.98 

2. Saudi Fund for Development’s contribution to the DSSI amounts to Saudi Riyal 1,467,798.09 

equivalent to GMD 19,330,900.85. 

3. Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development’s contribution to the DSSI amounts to Kuwaiti 

Dinar 1,029,306.96 equivalent to GMD 172,676,374.56 

4. Peoples Republic of China (PRC)’s contribution to the DSSI amounts to Chinese Yuan 

1,686,666.67 equivalent to GMD 12,394,812.70. 



The total DSSI savings from these four creditors amounts to GMD 287,242,333.09 (Two hundred 

and Eighty-Seven Million, Two hundred and forty-two thousand, three hundred and thirty-three 

point zero, nine Gambian Dalasis) equivalent to USD 5,564, 381.53 (Five Million, Five hundred 

and Sixty-four thousand three hundred and eighty-one point five, three United States Dollars). 

PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR 2021  

 Quarterly Planners Forum: Brings together planners from MDAs to discuss 

issues affecting them at their various institutions and brainstorm on the 

development and implementation of national and sector policies.  

 Development of post 2020 long term vision: As the vision 2020 has ended, the 

Ministry intends to initiate the development of a successor long term vision. To this 

end, a concept-note and Terms of Reference for the activity has been finalized. 

 Development of a successor medium-term plan: the NDP is to end this year, 

the directorate of planning intends to work on a successor plan.  

 Development of a re-prioritized NDP/ COVID-19 -19 recovery plan: A covid-19 

secretariat has been set-up and it will work closely with the ministry in developing 

the re-prioritize NDP/COVID-19 recovery plan. 

 Capacity Building for the Planning cadre: The planning cadre being a young 

cadre, needs to have continuous capacity development. With the help of IDEP and 

UNDP, plans are underway to have them trained. 

 Development of standardized tools for development planning: The 

Directorate of planning intends to collaborate with UNDP and services of a 

consultant to develop standardised tools for developing policies and strategies  

 Development of a communication strategy:  The Ministry through the 

Directorate of Planning intends to develop a communication strategy for the 

successor vision and Medium-term plan 

 

 


